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A brief introduction to United Nations ESCAP

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP):
Å Regional development arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific region. 

Geographical scope: 
Å from Turkey (west) to Pacific island nation 

of Kiribati (east), and 
Å from the Russian Federation (north) to New 

Zealand in the (south),
ÅпΦм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όнκо ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

population) 

ESCAPprovides: 
Å Research and analysis and translates these findings into policy dialogues and 

recommendations
Å Knowledge sharing and technical assistance in the implementation of these 

recommendations
Å Forum for its member States that promotes regional coop. and collective action, 

assisting countries in building & sustaining shared economic growth & social equity



²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ул ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ рл҈

Sources: Oxfam, WEF, Forbes



Global Carbon Dioxide Emissions 1850 to 2030

Source: Centre for Climate and Energy Solutions





Innovation policy for sustainable 
development needs to go beyond the 
economic imperative to include social 
justice and environmental protection
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ÅSTI think tank: Publication, reports, policy papers on a 
diverse range of topics including innovative finance, social 
innovation, and frontier technology for sustainable 
development.

ÅPolicy development: We advice governments on STI policy 
for sustainable development.

ÅA platform to facilitate inter-governmental STI cooperation 
for example digital trade agreement.



ÅSocial enterprises and impact investment

ÅInclusive innovation

ÅPolicies for the 4th Industrial Revolution

STI policies required to meet ambitions of 
the Sustainable Development Goals



I.  SOCIAL ENTERPRISES & IMPACT INVESTMENT

In Asia, small and medium-sized enterprises 
comprise 96% of all enterprises, employ 62% 
of the national labor force and contribute 
42% of gross domestic product



Policies supporting social enterprises in Asia Pacific

ÅwŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ - Social Enterprise Promotion Act in 2007 
Provides social enterprises with business services, subsidized rents and reduced taxes

I.  SOCIAL ENTERPRISES & IMPACT INVESTMENT

ÅSeoul Metropolitan Government-Social Economy Policy & Social Enterprise Support Plan
A comprehensive plan that supports social enterprises through business services, public 
procurement, education, incubation, social economy zones

ÅThailand - Social Enterprise Promotion Act 
Provides tax relief for businesses establishing social enterprises

ÅMalaysia - Social Enterprise Blueprint 
Various policy measures incl. teaching social entrepreneurship in ƴŀǘΩƭeducation systems

ÅIndia - Entrepreneurship Policy Framework 
Focus on social entrepreneurship education through courses delivered by universities & 
academic institutions

ÅPakistan - Centre for Social Entrepreneurship 
Will function as an incubator for social enterprises



Seoul Metropolitan Gov.-Social Economy Policy & Social Enterprise Support Plan
A comprehensive plan that supports social enterprises
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Strategies Description
Expand the no. of social 
enterprises

- Designating& managingpreliminarysocialenterprises
- Providingfinancialsupportfor the growth of socialenterprises
- Consultingon socialeconomy& managementskills
- Nurturingbestsocialenterprises
- Academyon socialeconomy

Increaseprocurement for social 
economy products

- Expandingprocurementof socialeconomyproducts
- Providingsupportfor enteringinto the privatemarket
- Onlineshoppingplatform for socialeconomyproducts

Expand financing - RestructuringSocialImpactBond
- RevitalisingSocialImpactBondProjects

Expand local infrastructure for 
social economy

- EstablishingSocialEconomyMasterPlan(2017-2021)
- Systematizepublic-privatecoop. governanceof the socialecon.
- Supportmechanismscity wide& at the boroughlevel
- Creatingservicespacesfor socialenterprises
- Specializedsocialeconomyzones
- Fashionclusterin Sungsuborough.

Strengthen ƴǘΩƭϧ ƛƴǘΩƭ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ 
& networking on social economy

- StrengtheningƛƴǘΩƭcooperationon socialeconomy
- Organizinga socialeconomyweek
- Supportingthe revitalizationof fair trade

Source:Seoul Metropolitan Government, 2017.



Seoul Metropolitan Gov.-Social Economy Policy & Social Enterprise Support Plan

Impact on achieving the SDGs
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Key outputs SDG outcomes

Local employment created related to the social economy doubled from 9,300 in 
2012 to 17,400 in 2015 

Number of social enterprises increased from 718 in 2011 to 3,501 in 2016 

Public procurement of products from social enterprises increased in value from 
$10.2 million in 2011 to $75.6 million in 2016

218 social enterprises provided social services to 1.6 million people in 2013-14

25 boroughs are developing & implementing pgmesto address their specific social 
& economic issues which are being addressed by SE org.

Provided 359 social housing units for marginalized groups in 2015 throughthe 
Social Investment Fund

The Social Economy Policy Planning Committee, consisting of civil society, city 
officers & city council members, creates coop. mechanisms for private-private & 
private-public partnerships

Dƭƻōŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ CƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψмо ǘƻ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ƛƴǘΩƭ ŎƻƻǇ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴΦ

Source:ESCAP, forthcoming



Seoul Metropolitan Gov.-Social Economy Policy & Social Enterprise Support Plan

Success factors
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1. A cooperative governance model that has encouraged private and public 

stakeholder participation throughout the whole policy cycle 

2. Creating social economy zones

3. Fostering an ecosystem for the social economy 

4. Expanding public procurement of services and products provided by social 

enterprises 



Context

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
trillions, including an estimated US$2.5 trillion annual funding gap 
needed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Private capital is urgently needed to fill this gap -> impact investing
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Impact investments are investments made in to companies, 
organizations, and funds with the intention to generate social 
and environmental impact alongside a financial return. 

Impact investments can also be defined as investments in 
marginalized entrepreneurs and businesses



Trends

The mainstream private sector is engaging in social 
enterprise and investment

While investment in social enterprises in the region has 
largely been led by foundations and donor agencies, we are 

seeing an emerging movement of government action 
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Å India: Impact Investors Council

Å Thailand:National Taskforce on Social Impact Investment incentivizes 
impact investment through tax reliefs

Å SeoulMetropolitan Government: Directiveencourages public 
procurement of goods and services from social enterprises

Å Malaysia: Social Outcomes Fundwill fund projects that assist 
marginalized communities 

Å Republic of Korea: Social Impact Bond to help children in welfare 
institutions to return to their families through home care and education -
private organizations invest in public services for financial rewards, which 
they obtain only if the projects are successful

Å India:Corporate Social Responsibility Law

Impact Investment in Social Enterprises in Asia Pacific
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TheBritish Council andUnited Nations ESCAP partnership 
supports policy makers to formulate and implement effective policies to foster 
social entrepreneurship and impact investment

Studies

Å Activist to entrepreneur: The role of 
social enterprises in supporting 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ 
(forthcoming)

Å Philippine Social Enterprise Survey 
(forthcoming) 
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Sharing lessons learnt 
from various policy 
mechanisms 
encouraging social 
investment, including 
in social enterprises

Forthcoming, will be available 
online: www.unescap.org


